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An object by Uršula: a monochromatic shadowy image drawn on a white screen, on the floor or on the wall, by 
reflected light shining though deformed and corrugated Plexiglass. This shadowy image creates the impression of 
the third dimension and appears to be material – a shadowy perspective created by accumulation of transparencies, 
reflections and shadows. The ‘image’ clearly appears as a projection, as a projection process> the object demands 
that we pay attention to its double structure, the relationship between the basic Plexiglass transparency and the 
non-material light reflection. 

We begin reading the object by following the artist’s instructions. Uršula says that she is interested in the 
intelligence of nature: ‘Intelligence can be defined as an ability to combine different tools in order to achieve goal, 
as an ability to constitute and use mechanisms that fascinate sustainability and survival. According to this definition, 
intelligence is not awareness. If it is not mandatory for intelligent acts to be conscious, can the unconscious animate 
and inanimate systems be intelligent?’ The expression ‘intelligent systems’ is not something strange: we find it both 
in connection with car brakes and art projects which more or less successfully employ new technology. But Uršula’s 
object does not belong in this category, it is not a cybernetic artefact. This object is, however, a reply to the 
cybernetic question, to the question of the production of intelligence, but unlike the techno-art hybrids, it does so in 
a conventional, mimetic way – it is a reflection, a representation. 

What is then the answer? The second important piece of information revealed by Uršula during a conversation is the 
notion of sublimation in the sense of the physical process of a direct transition from solid to the gaseous state. The 
production of intelligence is some kind of sublimation, a dualism without the intermediate link and not a 
mechanism. The transition from the silent Plexiglass matter to the organic shadowy image is discrete and not linked. 
There is no lever between the two, only empty space without any awareness. It is the space of the subject. 

In short, while technology produces intelligence by creating intelligent mechanisms, thinking machines or cognitive 
models, this object represents indelible dualism. Can systems be intelligent? Yes, they can, as reflections. 
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